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ON  SAT.,  NOVEMBER  12TH,  1983  at  12:00  PM,  CHARLES  FORBES  WILL 
BECOME  A  MARKED  MAN! 

THE  LINCOLN  GROUP  OF  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA,  A  NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION  IEDICATED  TO  KEEPING  ALIVE  THE  MEMORY  AND  SPIRIT 
OF  ONE  OF  OUR  GREATEST  PRESIDENTS,  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN,  WILL  HOLD 
A  DEDICATION  CEREMONY  IN  CONGRESSIONAL  CEMETERY,  AT  WHICH  TIME 
THE  UNMARKED  GRAVE  SITE  OF  CHARLES  FORBES  WILL  RECEIVE  A  BEAUTIFUL 
MARBLE  TOMBSTONE. 

'CHARLES  FORBES  BECAME  MR.  LINCOLN'S  "PERSONAL  ATTENDANT"  SHORTLY 
AFTER  THE  PRESIDENTIAL  INAUGURATION  OF  1861.   FORBE'S  DUTIES 
INCLUDED  THAT  OF  FOOTMAN,  VALET,  AND  MESSENGER.   HE  BECAME  A  FRIEND 
TO  THE  ENTIRE  LINCOLN  FAMILY,  ASSISTING  THEM  WITH  TRAVEL  ARRANGEMENTS 
AND  WAS  FREQUENTLY  AT  THEIR  SIDE  DURING  MANY  PUBLIC  EXCURSIONS. 

BORN  IN  IRELAND  IN  1836,  HE  EMIGRATED  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES  AS  A  B0Y,**D 
SPENT  SOME  TIME  IN  NEW  YORK  PRIOR  TO  ARRIVING  IN  WASHINGTON,  WHERE 
HE  WAS  A  CLERK-MESSEiKHfR  AT  THE  TREASURY  DEPARTMENT,  BEFORE  HIS 
APPOINTMENT  TO  LINCOLN'S  SERVICE. 


FORBES  ACCOMPANIED  MR.  -ANIJ-MRS  .  LINCOLN  TO  FORD  THEATRE  ON  THAT 
FATEFUL  EVENING  OF  APRIL  14,1865.   THE  PRESIDENT'S  GUARD  WAS  NOT 
AT  THE  DOOR  LEADING  TO  LINCOLN'S  BOX,  WHICH  LEFT  ONLY  FORBES  TO  BE 
APPROACHED  BY  THE  SOON- TO- BE • NOTORIOUS  JOHN  WILKES  BOOTH.   FORBES 
WAS  NOT  THERE  IN  THE  CAPACITY  OF  A  GUARD,  AND  WAS  ENGROSSED  IN  THE 
PLAY  "OUR  AMERICAN  COUSIN",  WHEN  BOOTH  APPARENTLY  SHOWED  HIM  A  CARD, 
ENTERED  THROUGH  THE  OUTER  DOOR,  OPENED  THE  DOOR  OF  THE  PRESIDENTIAL 
BOX  AND  SHOT  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


HONORARY  MEMBERS    Dr   Victor  M   Birely  •  Carl  Haverlin  •   R   Gerald  McMurtry  •   Mark  E.  Neely,  Jr 
Ralph  Newman   •   Bert  Sheldon  •   Dr.  Wayne  Temple  •   Dr   Louis  A.  Warren 
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FROM  THAT  MOMENT,  FORBES  BECAME  INEXTttCABLY  AND  INADVERTENTLY 
INVOLVED  IN  ONE  OF  THE  MOST  TRAGIC  AND  INFAMOUS  EVENTS  IN  HISTORY. 

AS  TESTIMONY  TO  HIS  EXONERANCE  FROM  GUILT  IN  THE  EYES  OF  THE 
LINCOLN  FAMILY,  HE  RECEIVED  A  LETTER  FROM  MARY  LINCOLN  IN  AUGUST 
OF  1865,  ADDRESSED  TO  "MY  FRIEND  CHARLES",  ENTREATING  HIM  TO  "WRITE 
SOON".   THIS  WAS  AFTER  HE  HAD  RETURNED  TO  HIS  POST  AT  THE  TREASURY 
DEPARTMENT*   ROEERT  LINCOLN,  AS  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  IN  1881,  TRANSFERRED 
FORBES  TO  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT,  WHERE  HE  WORKED  UNTIL  HIS  DEATH  ON 
OCTOBER  11,  1895.   HE  WAS  BURIED  WITH  HIS  WIFE  MARGARET  IN  A  SINGLE, 
UNMARKED  GRAVE  AT  CONGRESSIONAL  CEMETERY  IN  WASHINGTON,  A  FACT  WHICH 
RECENTLY  SURFACED  THROUGH  EXTENSIVE  RESEARCH  BY  MR.  JAMES  0.  HALL, 
NOTED  LINCOLN  ASSASSINATION  EXPERT. 

THE  TOMBSTONE  TO  BE  DEDICATED  ON  NOVEMBER  12th  WAS  MADE  BY  AND 
PURCHASED  FROM  T.A.  SULLIVAN  &  SONS  OF  ARLINGTON,  VIRGINIA,  NOW'  RUN 
BY  JOSEPH  POLDIAK,  A  COMPANY  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  MANY  BEAUTIFUL  MONUMENTS 
IN  THE  AREA,  ONE  OF  WHICH  IS  THE  TOMB  OF  THE  UNKNOWN  SOLDIER. 

PRESENTING  THE  DEDICATORY  ADDRESS  WILL  BE  THE  IRISH  AMBASSADOR,  HIS 
EXCELLENCY  TADHG  0' SULLIVAN.   THE  INVOCATION  WILL  BE  DELIVERED  BY  THE 
REV.  ELSON,  CHAPLAIN  OF  THE  U.S.  SENATE(RET.)  THE  FOURTH  MARYLAND 
PATUXENT  BRASS  BAND  WILL  MARCH  AND  PLAY,  USING  ORIGINAL  CIVIL  WAR 
INSTRUMENTS,  AND  A  COLOR  GUARD  WILL  BE  PRESENT  USING  A  FLAG  SHOWING 
THE  STATES  AT  THE  TIME  OF  THE  ClVIL  WAR.   UNIFORMS  WILL  BE  CIVIL  WAR 
REPRODUCTIONS. 

THE  LINCOLN  GROUP  CORDIALLY  EXTENDS  ITS  INVITATION  TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

(over . . . ) 


(3) 


ADMISSION  IS  FREE.  IN  THE  EVENT  OF  RAIN,  THE  CEREMONY  WILL  BE  HELD 
IN  THE  CHAPEL  ON  THE  CEMETERY  GROUNDS.  LOCATION : 1801  E.  Street,  SE, 
Washington,  DC.   FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CALL  VELMA  CHERWEK  AT 
451-2496  or  S,  L_,  CARSON  AT  585-5885. 


